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Brief History

In 1977, the Graduate School of Policy Science
(GSPS) was established at Saitama University
to promote interdisciplinary policy research
and education. In 1997, GRIPS succeeded GSPS
to become an independent national graduate
university with the mandate to promote high-
level policy research and respond to various

domestic and international needs by drawing on

international intellectual cooperation.

Message from the President

The National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) is a global hub for world-
class policy research and education. We prepare public policy leaders and professionals
who will play key roles in democratic governance, and we are committed to providing
quality education that meets the needs of both students and the government agencies
they serve. Our core tenets are an interdisciplinary approach to policy research that is
set within a truly multinational environment and a focus on equipping public policy

professionals with the skills they need to serve effectively on the world stage.

Takashi Shiraishi

Why GRIPS?

e Select from a wide range of advanced degree options and specialize in an area that
interests you

e Combine discipline-specific learning with advanced training in leadership, interdisciplinary
cooperation, and effective management

e Study in English, learning from world-class academics and leading policy makers

e Network and liaise worldwide with nearly 4,000 distinguished alumni involved in policy
making

e Engage with a richly diverse student body and faculty

Target Students

e Mid-career public officials with strong leadership and managerial potential
¢ Individuals with strong academic capabilities and the desire to become professional policy

analysts or to pursue an academic career

Admissions

Deadlines

Admission is competitive and involves careful, holistic consideration of each candidate
through both document screening and interviews. For candidates who wish to be considered
for a scholarship allocated through GRIPS, the application deadline is typically in November.

Scholarships

Full scholarships are available for exceptionally qualified candidates who have been accepted
for study at GRIPS. These scholarships are provided by the Japanese government (Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology [MEXT]) and international organizations,
as well as GRIPS.

For details, please visit the Admissions Office’s website at

http://www.grips.ac.jp/en/admissions/index/.



Students at GRIPS share the same time and space, studying together in the same
classrooms, thinking together about—and debating—the same issues, and taking

advantage of multiple opportunities for collaboration and networking, which often

leads to lifelong friendships and connections.

Intellectual and Cultural Experiences

GRIPS is dedicated to providing broad intellectual and cultural L

experiences to students. During their studies, students have I F-1 I; '
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opportunities to participate in cultural events, field trips, sports
activities, and homestay programs.
The GRIPS Summer Program features a variety of activities that focus

on the enhancement of students’ practical policy-making skills.

Our Faculty

GRIPS boasts a nearly 300-member faculty, which includes world-class academics and
distinguished practitioners with many years of experience in public- or private-sector policy
analysis and management. Our faculty’s expertise spans a wide array of policy issues and

areas of research, which allows us to offer a broad range of courses in policy-related fields.

Center for Professional Communication

The mission of the Center for Professional Communication is to support GRIPS' students,
faculty, and staff in developing effective professional communication skills and competencies
needed to communicate productively in an environment of multiple stakeholders. To this

end, we offer a range of instruction and support in fundamental areas of professional
communication in English and Japanese including policy paper writing, professional speaking,
grant proposal writing, and digital communications. We also provide opportunities for cultural
and academic exchanges through a self-access learning center, organize seminars and special

events related to all aspects of professional communication, and prepare customized materials
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for students and staff on academic and professional writing and language learning.

Student Support

We understand the challenges international students face when adjusting to a new culture
and environment. Accordingly, the Student Office provides substantial administrative
assistance to international students so that they can focus on accomplishing their academic
goals at GRIPS. The Student Office assists with a variety of matters such as accommodation
arrangements, immigration procedures, and international cultural exchanges. International
students will be assigned to off-campus accommodations in the Tokyo metropolitan

area based on their requests. At GRIPS, the Health Services Center provides medical and

psychological counseling services to all students.




Campus and City

“The most important thing for

me is that I could learn—often
first-hand from my fellow
students—about current global
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that are going on in the world. GRIPS gave me

issues and international efforts

precious friends and opened my eyes to the world.”

(Alumni: Ayako Tamiya, Japan; International Development
Studies Program, 2010)

"GRIPS is principally about
multidisciplinary and practical
approaches to the study of
policy and economics. It is
also about the need to better

understand the political economy of Japan and

Asia, as a whole, from a global public policy

perspective. For me, as a student from Africa, this
was very useful. Staff at GRIPS are available 24/7,
and of course, the multicultural and professional
network at GRIPS propels one to become a truly
global citizen."

(Alumni: Tenywa Edward, Uganda; One-year Master’s
Program of Public Policy, 2012)

GRIPS is located in Roppongi, which is a cosmopolitan, multicultural, and bustling

area of Tokyo. Roppongi boasts several large shopping and dining complexes and

numerous individual restaurants, art museums, performance venues, and shops.

Additionally, Roppongi is close to the Japanese Diet and government ministries.

GRIPS is situated on an innovatively designed campus located next to the National

Art Center. The graduate school building features spacious, fully equipped

classrooms, individual study spaces for students, a sky-lit atrium with panoramic

windows and indoor terraces, Japanese-style rooms, a modern fitness center, and

a beautiful multi-purpose conference hall.

Tailor-Made
Short-Term Training

The Executive Development Center for Global Leadership (CGL)

was established in 2013 in response to an increasing demand for
short-term training for government officials, particularly for senior
executives, middle management level officials and public policy

professionals.

GRIPS has responded to specific requests from foreign government
organizations by providing tailor-made short-term training programs
matched to specific requests and necessity. By establishing CGL,
GRIPS can provide various kinds of short-term training programs more

proactively and systematically.

Examples of Short-Term Training Program Topics:

Leadership Development and Management in the 21st Century

Public Management in General

Structures and Processes of Government

Organizational Management

Civil Service Systems and Human Resource Management

Tools of Government

Legal Systems and Legislative Review

Administrative Reform and Innovation

Good Governance

Trust in the Government

Ethics and Anti-Corruption

Local Governance in General

Local Government Administration

Local Government Financial Administration

Management of Inter-Governmental Relations

Public Policy Analysis

Specific Substantive Policies

In response to specific demands, short-term training programs often

contain a mixture of the following components:

Lectures delivered by government officials, business executives,
specialists from research institutions, and professors from GRIPS
and other universities

Field trips or visits to government offices and other places of

interests related to themes of training

Group discussions and workshops with government officials and
GRIPS students

Participants’ presentations and policy papers

Exchanges with people from Japan

For details, please visit the CGL's website at

http://www.grips.ac.jp/g-center/en/.



GRIPS at a Glance (as of April 2015)

GRIPS is the only national stand-alone graduate school for policy studies in Japan.

Location: Central Tokyo (Roppongi)
Degrees awarded:

Master’s degrees and doctorates
Language of instruction: English
Academic calendar: October-September
Financial assistance: More than 90% of 3to1

students have full scholarships

Our Programs

Master’s Programs

¢ Young Leaders Program (YLP)
This program focuses on exposing students in a systematic way to the
fundamentals of politics, government and public administration, public policy,
management and leadership. The program prepares students to work as senior
executives and leaders in the national, sub-national and local governments as well
as in other public sector organizations.

e One-year Master's Program of Public Policy (MP1)
This program equips managers and leaders with the skills and knowledge
necessary for analysis, implementation, and evaluation of public policy. Students
who enroll in this program become part of a global network of leaders.

¢ Two-year Master’s Program of Public Policy (MP2)
This program conveys technical policy analysis skills to early-career professionals in
local or national governments, international organizations, or policy institutes.

e Macroeconomic Policy Program (MEP)
The aim of this program is to enable macroeconomic policy professionals to
plan and maintain robust national economies by equipping them with an
understanding of macroeconomic fluctuations and the roles of monetary and
fiscal policies in domestic and global economies.

e Public Finance Program (PF)
This program provides students with the conceptual understanding and technical
competence they need to become leaders in taxation and customs.

eEconomics, Planning and Public Policy Program (EPP)
This is a joint two-year GRIPS-Indonesia Linkage program offered in conjunction
with top national universities in Indonesia. The program is aimed at preparing local
and central government officials who will contribute to good governance and
economic development in Indonesia.

¢ Disaster Management Policy Program (DMP)
This program equips professionals from developing countries with effective
approaches to, and techniques for, coping with natural disasters, as well as with
engineering knowledge and skills needed to minimize seismic risks and counteract
widespread water hazards.

¢ Maritime Safety and Security Policy Program (MSP)
This program is designed and administered jointly by GRIPS and the Japan Coast
Guard Academy. Students benefit from both institutions’ resources in the fields of
public policy, security studies, maritime safety, and maritime security.

¢ Graduate Program in Japanese Language and Culture (JLC)
This program promotes rigorous examination of Japanese pedagogy and Japanese
culture. Graduates of this program become leaders in Japanese language

education in their own countries.

Total number of students: 399

Average student age: 33

International students: 66%

Students working in the public sector: 77%

Student-faculty ratio in master’s programs:

Number of alumni: Nearly 4,000
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Ph.D. Programs

Our Ph.D. programs prepare a new generation of public policy
researchers, scholars, and professionals. The programs stress the
development of theoretical, conceptual, and methodological knowledge
as well as advanced skills needed for high-level policy analysis in
government, universities, and international organizations. The GRIPS
Global Governance Program and the Policy Analysis Program are 5-year
doctoral programs designed for bachelor’s degree holders; all other
doctoral programs are 3-year programs designed for master's degree

holders.

5-Year Ph.D. Programs
¢ GRIPS Global Governance Program (G-cube)
e Policy Analysis Program (PA)

3-Year Ph.D. Programs

e Public Policy Program

e Security and International Studies Program (SISP)

e State Building and Economic Development Program (SBED)
e Disaster Management Program

e Science, Technology and Innovation Policy Program (STI)

e Graduate Program in Japanese Language and Culture (JLC)




GRIPS Alumni Network

As a GRIPS graduate, you will join an impressive network of nearly
4,000 alumni who are actively shaping future policies in more than 100
countries around the world. The GRIPS Alumni Network ensures that
the connections you have made are lifetime bonds by keeping you in
touch with fellow alumni and the school.

Where are GRIPS Alumni working?

Other:5%

Private Sector: 8%

Academic
Institutions:10%

Public Sector: 77%

GRIPS/GSPS Alumni in the World (as of April 2015)
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